
 

 
 

 
Presented the results of the second component of PACE project related to energy efficiency – 
EVERY SECOND COMPANY IS READY FOR SAVINGS, BUT THERE IS A LACK OF FINANCIAL 
MEANS AND HUMAN RESOURCES  
 
 
On the meeting with the journalists in the Economic Chamber of Macedonia (on November 12, 
2012) were presented the results of the second component of PACE project related to energy 
efficiency.  The first component indicates that enterprises in compliance with the EU legislation 
can substantially lower the costs required for adaptation to EU standards prior to and following 
EU accession. The second component demonstrates that enterprises can also gain significantly 
from savings through energy efficiency measures.  
 

 



 

In order to analyze and optimize their energy efficiency, 105 enterprises from Albania, Bosnia 
and Herzegovina, Croatia, Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia were in position to be included 
into the PACE project for free energy audits followed by appropriate consultation provided by 
chambers` network. Most of the enterprises where the energy audit was conducted were small 
and medium enterprises -91% from almost all industrial sectors: Construction (6%), Chemical 
(6%), Electric (11 %), Graphic (1%), Machinery (2%), Metal (12%), Paper (1%), Textile (7%), 
Trade (9%), Transport (2%), Shipbuilding (2%), Waste (2%), Wood (7%). 
Results from the audits indicate that 20% of the companies are not able or willing to provide 
reliable data, and only 29% manage to keep their spending on energy efficiently under 3% of 
their income.  
Across the companies audited, the average energy consumption as a percentage of the income 
is 6.38%.  
 
 

 
 

The findings show that electricity is the most common source of energy, and represents 34% of 
the total energy mix. Generally, almost every manufacturing process uses electricity as its 
default source of energy.  Then followed petrol and diesel used for transport within companies 
are ranked second with 29%, 13% of the total energy distribution mostly concerns the 
renewable energy sources, such as fuel wood, geothermal energy and district heating , while 
the gas is the fourth most used energy source  with a share of only 12% in the energy mix.  
In the analysis, there is a review on enterprises` infrastructure. In addition, inspection of the 
age and efficiency of facilities in which companies are housed   constitutes a reason for 
concern. From this aspect of infrastructure, only 15% of the buildings are efficient (of which 
11% are new, 1% is relatively recent and 3% are old).  On the contrary, there is a room for 
improvement for 85% of the buildings, especially for 22% inefficient buildings in which high 
loses of energy have been found.  



 
Self-evaluation of the companies shows that almost half of the respondents (45%) are willing to 
implement energy efficiency measures, but they lack financial means (22%) or human resources 
(23%). Another 19% of companies considered they were aware of their energy efficiency 
potential, but they had yet to take actions and decisions to implement them.  
In order to improve the energy efficiency of the companies, EUROCHAMBERS suggest to 
companies to rationalize energy consumption which is good for the environment and brings 
material and financial benefit.  Modernizing the infrastructure of the company is the greatest 
potential for improving the energy efficiency. Smart management of the use of the energy is 
one of the easier measures yielding positive results in energy efficiency.  
 
Recommendation to policy-makers are directed to provide the right incentives for 
refurbishment works, to create strategies that will counter the inefficient use of the energy in 
rented buildings, to establish business zones with accompanying infrastructure that will allow 
SMEs to tap into the district heating network, to design a range of support measures to 
capitalize on the large energy efficiency potential of smaller businesses,  to invest in making 
energy audits more easily accessible for SMEs (e.g. through public funding).   
 

 

 

 


